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Introduction: 
The Spinnaker Tower, an iconic architectural landmark located in Portsmouth, part of the portsmouth harbour project, United 
Kingdom, stands tall as a testament to human ingenuity and engineering excellence.  Constructed approximately 20 years 
ago, this remarkable structure required a reliable and trusted supplier for its critical components. West Special Fasteners, a 
renowned manufacturer of high-quality fasteners, played a pivotal role in providing A4-80 grade stainless steel bolts for the 
tower's concrete counterbalance.  This case study delves into the partnership between West Special Fasteners, Scott Wilson 
(now part of AECOM), Mowlem, and the significance of their collaboration in the successful completion of the Spinnaker Tower 
project. 
 
Background: 
The Spinnaker Tower, soaring to a height of 170 meters and weighing over 30,000 Tonnes, was designed to withstand the 
challenging coastal environment while offering panoramic views of the city and the Solent.  To ensure structural stability and 
safety, the tower's concrete counterbalance required top-grade stainless steel bolts.  West Special Fasteners, renowned for 
their expertise in manufacturing high-performance fasteners, emerged as the key supplier for this critical component. 
 
Partnership with Scott Wilson (AECOM): 
Scott Wilson, a globally recognized engineering consultancy (now part of AECOM), was entrusted with the design and 
engineering of the Spinnaker Tower.  Recognizing the significance of reliable suppliers, Scott Wilson sought out West Special 
Fasteners to provide the necessary A4-80 grade stainless steel bolts.  The partnership between the two entities was founded 
on trust, quality, and a shared commitment to delivering excellence. 
 
Collaboration with Mowlem: 
Mowlem, a prominent construction company, was awarded the contract for the construction of the Spinnaker Tower.  As a 
key player in the project, Mowlem relied on West Special Fasteners to supply the A4-80 grade stainless steel bolts through a 
fastener distributor.  West Special Fasteners' ability to meet stringent specifications, manufacture in the UK ,provide full 
traceability, 3.1 Certs , European origin bar and tight deadlines made them the preferred choice for Mowlem. 
 
Quality and Reliability: 
West Special Fasteners' A4-80 grade stainless steel bolts provided the necessary strength, durability, and corrosion resistance 
required for the concrete counterbalance of the Spinnaker Tower. These bolts are specifically designed for use in demanding 
environments, making them an ideal choice for a structure exposed to the elements. 
 
Conclusion: 
The successful completion of the Spinnaker Tower project stands as a testament to the collaborative efforts of West Special 
Fasteners, Scott Wilson (AECOM), Mowlem, and the fastener distributor. West Special Fasteners' role as the supplier of A4-80 
grade stainless steel bolts ensured the structural integrity and longevity of the tower's concrete counterbalance. This 
partnership exemplifies the importance of reliable suppliers and their contribution to the success of large-scale construction 
projects. 


